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With 2030 rapidly approaching,
the global debate is increasingly
shifting towards what should
follow the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs).
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While formal negotiations are expected to begin at
the 2027 SDG Summit, informal talks around
agenda-setting, coalition-building and political
positioning are already underway. These
discussions are unfolding in a far more volatile
context than the one that enabled the adoption of
the SDGs in 2015: geopolitical fragmentation is
deepening, civic space is shrinking, development
finance is under growing strain, and support for
multilateralism and universal norms is increasingly
contested.
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This paper was developed in
partnership with Forus
members from across the
network representing over
24,000 NGOs.

Presenting three scenarios for
how the post-2030 process
may evolve
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For Forus, the coming years represent a strategic
window to influence not only the substance of the
post-2030 agenda, but also the rules of the process —
including who participates, how accountability is
structured, and what financing principles underpin
delivery. This Vision Paper sets out Forus’ collective
priorities for shaping the post-2030 agenda.

 It is not only about what may
come after the SDGs, but

about what must be defended,
what must be corrected, and

what must not be lost.
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The paper identifies three possible
scenarios for how the post-2030

process may evolve — continuity, reset
and fragmentation.

Forus will defend the universal and rights-based
promise of the SDGs, push for a framework that
addresses their major shortcomings — especially on
financing, accountability, localisation and civic
participation — and resist any attempt to dilute core
commitments for political expediency. 
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Forus’ positionScenarios
Forus’ position is clear: the post-2030 process
must not become a vehicle for lowering
ambition, weakening rights or shrinking
accountability. It must be an opportunity to
correct the implementation, financing and
participation gaps that have limited the
SDGs, while defending their universal and
transformative promise.

This Vision Paper has been developed in
close consultation with the Forus network as
a whole, as well as development experts
from the UN, civil society, academia, think-
tanks and philanthropy. It reflects regional
nuances and a diversity of perspectives,
while setting out a way forward that is
globally relevant.

The paper identifies three possible scenarios
for how the post-2030 process may evolve —
continuity, reset and fragmentation — and
proposes an approach that remains relevant
across all three, while recognising continuity
as the most likely baseline and fragmentation
as a constant risk.

This approach, however, should not prevent
civil society from articulating a more
ambitious agenda. Even amid constrained
political conditions, forward-looking
proposals can shape narrative, open political
space and lay the ground for future, deeper
reforms, in particular on financing and long-
standing structural inequalities.
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THE VISION: WHAT WE DEFEND, DEMAND
AND DECLINE
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The future framework must therefore preserve the universal and rights-based promise of the SDGs while
addressing the weaknesses that limited their implementation. It should place financing reform, accountability,
civic space and localisation much more centrally, and ensure that civil society can participate meaningfully and
safely in both shaping and monitoring the agenda. 

An ambitious post-2030 global development framework rooted in
human rights, universality and justice; responsive to today’s
interconnected crises; backed by credible financing and
accountability; and shaped through meaningful civil society
participation, with greater power for local actors.

Overall Vision

"[There is a need to] take stock
of what is working, why and
where."
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what we defend

A strong and effective multilateral system
capable of coordinating collective
responses to global challenges and
upholding international commitments.

A universal and rights-based global
development agenda that leaves no one
behind and protects the dignity, agency and
rights of those most exposed to poverty,
exclusion, discrimination and crisis.

Civic space as a public good and an enabling
condition for participation, accountability and
implementation.

Local leadership, with real resources,
recognition and decision-making
power for those actors closest to
communities and most directly
engaged in delivering change.

The normative gains of the SDG era, including
the recognition that sustainable development
must integrate social justice, equality,
environmental sustainability, peace and human
rights.
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what we demand

Financing reform at the centre of the
framework, including debt restructuring
and relief, more equitable lending terms,
increased concessional finance, stronger
domestic resource mobilisation, tax justice,
policy coherence, and predictable support
for civil society.

A post-2030 framework that preserves the
universal ambition of the SDGs while correcting
their major weaknesses — especially on
financing, accountability, localisation and
implementation.

Stronger accountability through
mandatory, transparent and regular
reporting and review, with independent
oversight and a formal role for civil
society and local actors in monitoring
progress and identifying implementation
gaps.

A framework better equipped to respond to
today’s realities, including climate
breakdown, democratic erosion, inequality,
conflict, and the risks and opportunities
created by emerging technologies.

A framework that reflects differentiated
responsibilities and universal obligations,
including the need for high-income
countries to transform unsustainable
economic, financial and development
models and to strengthen policy
coherence at home as well as
internationally.

A formalised, meaningful and safe role for civil
society in both negotiation and
implementation, with particular attention to
the participation of local actors and groups
facing political or structural exclusion.
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what we decline

The continuation of a financial status quo in
which unjust debt arrangements, unequal
fiscal space and weak financing
commitments undermine implementation
and deepen inequality.

Development governance that expands the
role of private or philanthropic actors
without clear public-interest safeguards,
democratic oversight and accountability.

Accountability mechanisms that remain
voluntary, selective or performative, without
meaningful follow-up, transparency or
correction.

Tokenistic inclusion that brings civil
society or local actors into high-level
spaces for appearance’s sake while
excluding them from agenda-setting,
decision-making and follow-through.

A watered-down framework that sacrifices
universality, a rights-based approach, gender
equality, civic freedoms or climate ambition for
the sake of political expediency.
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and recognise localisation, peace,
rights and public accountability as

essential conditions for sustainable
development.

A credible post-2030 agenda must therefore preserve
universality and the commitment to leave no one
behind; address structural inequalities within and
between countries; place financing reform at the heart
of implementation; strengthen accountability through
mandatory, transparent and regular reporting and
review, with independent oversight and a formal role
for civil society and local actors; protect civic space
and meaningful participation.
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CONTACT US

marie@forus-international.org

www.forus-international.org

About Forus

Email

Website

Forus is an innovative global network supporting civil society
for effective social change gathering 74 National NGO
Platforms and 8 Regional Coalitions, representing over 24,000
NGOs
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This publication was produced with the financial support of the European
Union and the Agence Française de Développement (AFD). Its contents are
the sole responsibility of Forus and do not necessarily reflect the views of
the European Union or AFD.

join the launch of the full report!

https://www.forus-international.org/en/
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